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The  work  of  this  society  goes  on  so  quietly  from  year  to 
year,  that  each  annual  report  probably  seems  to  the  reader 
much  like  the  last  one.  There  have  been,  however,  great 
changes  in  Jamaica  Plain  since  this  work  was  begun  eighteen 
years  ago,  and  we  think  that  some  of  our  friends  who  have 
recently  come  here,  may  be  interested  in  reading  a  short  ac¬ 
count  of  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  society. 

In  the  autumn  of  1871  an  association  was  formed  in  Jamaica 
Plain  (then  a  part  of  the  town  of  West  Poxbury)  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  relief  to  the  sufferers  by  the  great  fire  in 
Chicago.  When  this  special  work  had  been  accomplished, 
those  interested  in  it  decided  that  there  was  need  of  a  similar 
association  to  provide  systematic  relief  for  the  poor  of  the 
town,  and  also  to  protect  the  charitable  from  “fradulent  or 
unreasonable  demands.”  A  meeting  was  called  for  discussion 
of  the  subject,  and  in  consequence,  the  West  Poxbury  Pelief 
Society  was  formed,  Dec.  29,  1871. 

For  three  years  this  society  did  good  service,  under  its 
efficient  president,  the  late  Mrs.  William  Minot,  though  its 
managers  were  much  hampered  by  the  small  amount  of  money 
at  their  disposal,  and  the  absence  of  a  sufficiently  developed 
system  of  work.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  saw  the  need  of 
a  society  which  would  occupy  a  larger  field,  and  were  glad  to 
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join  in  a  movement  to  form  such  an  organization.  This  was 
deemed  necessary  on  account  of  the  annexation  of  West  Rox- 
bury  to  Boston,  for  the  offices  of  the  city  charities,  both 
public  and  private,  were  at  a  great  distance,  and  the  officers 
little  inclined  to  extend  their  field  of  operations  beyond  legal 
requirements.  Two  meetings  were  held  to  consider  this  plan, 
and,  on  Dec.  6,  1874,  the  present  society  was  formed, under  the 
name  of  The  Jamaica  Plain  Employment  and  Temporary 
Relief  Society.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  agent  of 
the  society  has  been  at  the  room  in  Curtis  Hall  on  week  day 
mornings  (except  Saturdays  and  holidays)  through  the  winter 
months. 

In  1879  the  whole  subject  of  organization  of  charities  was 
freely  discussed  in  Boston  in  connection  with  the  formation  of 
the  Associated  Charities,  and  members  of  our  society  took 
much  interest  in  the  discussion.  Our  society  corresponds  in 
general  idea  with  the  Associated  Charities,  the  difference  in 
our  methods  of  work  being  due  principally  to  the  fact  that,  our 
comparatively  scattered  population  presents  problems  some¬ 
what  different  from  those  encountered  in  the  more  thickly 
settled  parts  of  the  city.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Associated 
Charities  we  have  sent  monthly  reports  to  their  central  office, 
and  received  much  useful  information  in  return,  though  we  are 
not  one  of  their  conferences. 

After  ten  years,  those  most  interested  in  the  society  became 
dissatisfied  with  its  name.  The  Jamaica  Plain  Employment 
and  Temporary  Relief  Society  was  too  long  a  name  for  every 
day  use,  and  our  organization  became  generally  known  as 
“The  Relief  Society. ”  This  was  a  misnomer,  for  giving  relief 
has  never  been  our  chief  end.  From  the  beginning,  the  aim  of 
our  visitors  has  been  much  larger,  as  may  be  seen  from  the 
following  quotation  which  was  printed  in  our  first  annual 
report.  It  refers  to  the  qualifications  of  visitors  among  the 
poor.  “They  should  have  such  knowledge  as  gives  power  to 
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see  the  real  position  of  families ;  to  suggest  in  time  the  inevi¬ 
table  results  of  certain  habits ;  to  urge  such  measures  as 
shall  secure  the  education  of  the  children  and  their  establish¬ 
ment  in  life;  to  keep  alive  the  germs  of  energy;  to  refuse 
absolutely  to  give  any  help  but  such  as  rouses  self-help :  to 
cherish  the  smallest  brightening  gleam  of  self-respect;  and, 
finally,  to  be  near  with  strong  help  should  the  hour  of  trial 
fall  suddenly  and  heavily,  and  to  give  it  with  the  hand  and 
heart  of  a  real  old  friend.’'*  An  earnest  desire  to  emphasize 
this  idea  of  friendly  relations  with  the  poor  led  to  a  change  in 
the  name  of  the  society,  and  since  1884  it  has  borne  its  present 
name,  The  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly  Society. 

Our  friends  in  all  the  churches  have  always  given  us  gener¬ 
ous  financial  aid,  and  we  have  also  had  every  parish  represented 
on  our  committees  or  list  of  visitors.  Our  applicants  for  help  are 
naturally  of  all  nationalities  and  religions,  and  our  habit  is  to 
confer  with  the  pastors,  or  charitable  committees  in  the 
churches  with  which  they  are  connected,  before  taking  them 
under  our  care.  In  some  cases  a  church  is  willing  and  able  to 
take  the  entire  charge  of  its  poor  people,  and  we  give  them  up 
into  its  hands.  In  other  cases,  where  much  must  be  done,  as 
in  old  age  or  times  of  sickness,  we  co-operate  with  the  church, 
each  giving  our  share  of  assistance  and  conferring  together 
from  time  to  time.  This  method,  when  thoroughly  followed 
out,  prevents  the  danger  of  families  imposing  upon  the  com¬ 
munity, and  receiving  from  one  society  help  which  is  not  known 
to  the  other.  We  also  confer  from  time  to  time  with  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor,  the  Police,  the  Society  for  the  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  the  German  Aid  Society,  and  the 
Hebrew  Benevolent  Association,  in  regard  to  families  who 
come  naturally  under  their  care,  or  about  whom  we  need  more 
information  before  giving  assistance. 

*Homes  of  the  London  poor. 
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Every  winter,  word  is  brought  to  us  that  we  have  failed  to 
do  as  much  as  we  ought  for  some  needy  family,  or  that  we 
have  helped  some  unworthy  one,  or  one  that  should  have  had 
its  help  from  its  church,  or  some  other  source.  These  stories 
and  criticisms  are  always  to  be  expected  by  any  charitable 
society,  and  we  try  not  to  be  too  much  disturbed  by  them,  but 
to  go  on  doing  our  work  as  well  as  we  can,  making  as  few 
mistakes  as  possible.  Occasional  mistakes  or  errors  of  judg¬ 
ment  are  inevitable,  as  years  of  experience  cannot  make  us 
infallible,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are  sure  that,  if  our 
friends  would  bring  directly  to  our  society’s  room  all  these 
criticisms,  they  would  often  find  them  not  deserved,  and  that, 
if  they  are,  we  would  most  gladly  correct  any  mistakes  we 
have  made. 

We  are  always  glad  to  see  at  our  room  friends  who  are 
interested  in  any  poor  families,  and  to  advise  with  them  or 
work  with  them  as  we  are  able.  We  are  more  and  more  con¬ 
vinced  each  year  of  the  necessity  of  this  co-operation  between 
different  charitable  societies,  and  between  societies  and  benevo¬ 
lent  individuals,  and  that  without  it  our  poor  people  are  much 
more  apt  to  be  injured  than  benefited.  Last  winter  one  of  our 
visitors,  at  the  request  of  the  dispensary  physician,  went  to 
see  a  German  family  where  the  mother  was  ill.  She  found 
them  apparently  reliable  and  generally  self-supporting,  but, 
as  the  man,  though  strong  and  well,  was  temporarily  out  of 
work,  a  little  assistance  was  given  in  the  way  of  food.  As  the 
children  came  down  with  scarlet  fever,  the  visiting  and  over¬ 
sight  had  to  be  given  up  to  the  physician,  but  our  society  held 
itself  ready  to  give  aid  if  he  deemed  it  necessary.  Soon  we 
heard  from  outside  sources  that  this  family  had  been  suffering, 
and  that  the  neighbors  were  sending  in  food,  and  our  society 
was  believed  by  many  to  have  neglected  its  duties.  The  kind¬ 
ness  of  neighbors  and  friends  is  a  most  natural  sort  of  charity. 
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and  often  even  more  than  is  necessary  may  be  done  in  this  way 
in  time  of  sickness  and  trouble  without  diminishing  the  self- 
respect  of  a  family,  but  a  society  must  coniine  its  aid  to  the 
actual  needs,  as  we  think  must  be  evident  to  all.  The  friendly 
spirit  we  always  try  to  add  to  our  smallest  giving,  for  it  is 
with. this  often  that  we  can  do  much  good.  The  case  just 
given  will,  we  hope,  show  the  benefit  of  bringing  criticism 
directly  to  our  room,  where  we  could  have  given  an  account  of 
what  our  society  had  done  for  this  family,  and  why  we  thought 
best  not  to  do  more.  The  case  proved  to  be,  as  we  hoped,  one 
requiring  only  temporary  aid,  as  the  illness  was  not  long  or 
serious,  and  the  man  found  employment  before  his  family  had 
become  dependent  upon  charity. 

We  have  been  very  much  helped  by  the  physician  of  the 
Jamaica  Plain  Dispensary  in  many  other  cases  besides  the  one 
quoted.  Our  visitors  often  ask  him  to  attend  cases  of  illness 
in  their  poor  families,  and  confer  with  him  in  regard  to 
hospitals  and  homes.  He  also  is  sometimes  glad  to  call  upon 
our  society  to  give  aid  where  he  finds  it  needed,  or  to  send  a 
friendly  visitor.  Here  again  we  realize  the  great  value  of  co¬ 
operation. 

The  number  of  applicants  and  of  persons  helped  was  de¬ 
cidedly  larger  last  winter  than  the  year  before.  This  we 
believe  was  the  experience  of  other  charitable  societies  besides 
our  own,  and  was  in  part,  at  least  due  to  the  absence  of  snow 
and  ieey  which  generally  furnish  work  for  a  large  number  of 
day  laborers.  Some  of  these  men  lost  their  other  out-of-door 
work  in  November,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  winter  their  hard 
times  began.  Still,  in  most  of  these  cases,  unless  sickness 
came  to  make  some  charity  necessary,  our  visitors  have  tried 
to  help  oidy  by  procuring  work,  if  this  could  possibly  be  done. 

We  have  continued  to  make  an  occasional  loan,  where  this 
seemed  a  wiser  sort  of  help  than  out  and  out  charity.  We 
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have  been  able  to  report  encouragingly  of  the  return  of  these 
loans  in  former  years,  and  we  are  glad  now  to  speak  of 
another  such  return.  Thirty  dollars  was  loaned  to  a  poor 
woman  and  her  daughters,  during  a  winter  of  sickness.  They 
did  not  wish  the  money  as  a  gift,  although  at  the  time  it 
seemed  impossible  that  they  could  pay  it  back.  A  little  better 
time  has  come  to  them  in  the  last  year,  and  little  sums  have 
been  laid  aside  from  time  to  time,  until  now  twenty-five  dollars 
have  been  returned  with  a  grateful  note,  and  the  word  that 
“they  hoped  to  return  the  rest  by  and  by.”  This  has  not  been 
done  without  sacrifice,  but  we  believe  that  these  people  have 
been  made  much  happier  and  more  self  respecting  by  doing 
this  than  by  receiving  gifts  of  money  outright. 

Sometimes  our  best  work  for  a  family  consists  in  aiding 
them  to  return  to  their  old  home,  when  they  have  moved 
here  with  the  hope  of  work  which  could  not  be  found,  so  that 
they  were  beginning  a  winter  away  from  old  friends,  and  with 
no  dependence,  except  upon  charity.  Such  a  case  is  always 
difficult  to  begin  upon,  and  we  have  sometimes  found  that 
these  people  realize  that  they  have  made  a  mistake,  and  the}r 
gladly  accept  an  offer  of  help  to  return  to  their  old  home,  where 
at  least  some  of  the  troubles  of  a  new  place  will  be  removed. 
This  is  especially  true  when  sickness  comes  to  those  who  have 
made  no  permanent  settlement  here,  or  who  have  left  a  better 
home  elsewhere.  An  interesting  case  of  this  sort  came  to  us 
this  last  year.  A  visitor,  at  the  request  of  one  of  the  clergy¬ 
men,  went  to  see  a  member  of  his  parish,  a  very  interesting 
North  of  Ireland  woman,  who  was  in  the  first  stages  of  con¬ 
sumption.  She  had  three  children,  one  a  very  sick  baby,  and 
her  husband  had  lately  lost  his  work  through  intemperance. 
Food  and  clothes  were  supplied  for  about  six  weeks,  and  then, 
by  a  physician’s  advice  and  her  own  desire,  she  was  sent  with 
her  little  girl  to  the  North  of  Ireland,  in  the  hope  that  good 


Care,  a  sea  voyage  and  change  of  climate  might  prolong  her 
life.  The  money  for  her  journey  was  raised  in  the  parish  to 
which  she  belonged.  As  it  was  impossible  for  the  mother  to 
give  any  proper  care  to  her  baby,  she  gave  it  up  to  the  care  of 
the  visitor,  who  was  able  to  place  it  in  the  Infant  Asylum. 
The  woman  died  two  months  later,  but  left  her  little  girl  with 
her  sister,  and  the  baby  has  been  given  to  the  Infant  Asylum 
for  adoption,  the  intemperate  father  being  an  improper  guard¬ 
ian  for  his  children.  He  was  unwilling,  however,  to  give  up 
his  eleven-year-old  boy,  although  doing  nothing  for  his  sup¬ 
port,  and  he  is  at  present  cared  for  by  relatives. 

The  work  of  our  visitors  is  very  varied,  and  no  report  can 
give  an  adequate  idea  of  it.  We  can  readily  give  the  number 
of  visits  made,  but  this  is  but  a  small  part  of  their  work. 
Efforts  to  find  employment,  conferences  with  other  societies, 
physicians,  and  directors  of  hospitals  and  homes,  all  come  in 
as  a  necessary  addition  to  the  friendly  visiting,  and  require 
much  time  and  energy. 

Several  cases  of  begging  were  reported  to  us  during  the 
winter,  but  not  always  before  aid  had  been  given.  A  woman 
of  most  respectable  appearance  and  pleasing  manners  went 
from  house  to  house,  begging  “  not  for  herself ,  but  for  a  de¬ 
serving  family  in  great  distress/’  She  obtained  considerable 
money  and  clothing,  but  was  finally  reported  at  our  room. 
One  of  our  visitors  went  as  soon  as  possible  to  visit  the  “family 
in  distress,’’  but  found  their  residence  as  given  by  their  friend 
nothing  but  a  vacant  lot,  as  has  been  often  our  experience  in 
such  cases.  The  begging  woman  was  not  heard  of  in  our 
neighborhood  again.  If  our  friends  will  report  every  case  of 
begging  to  us,  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  their  notice,  they  may  be 
sure  that  we  will  give  it  our  immediate  attention.  Sometimes 
the  names  of  these  people  are  already  recorded  on  our  books 
and  we  can  give  full  information  in  regard  to  them,  but  if  they 
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are  unknown  to  us,  we  will  use  every  effort  to  find  them. 
The  majority  of  these  beggars  are  unworthy,  but  if  any  are 
deserving  the  investigation  onty  makes  it  possible  to  help 
them  more  wisely  than  can  be  done  on  the  impulse  of  the 
moment. 

We  had  ninety  applicants  at  our  room  last  year,  sixty-six 
families  were  visited,  and  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  visits 
were  made.  Sewing  was  given  to  twenty-nine  women. 
Some  of  these  women  were  sufficiently  competent  to 
do  fine  work,  and  some  private  orders  were  given  to  them. . 
A  good  deal  of  work  was  also  found  for  our  women  in  the  way  of 
washing  aud  scrubbing,  and  in  several  cases  regular  or  per¬ 
manent  occupation  was  obtained  for  both  men  and  women. 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  articles  were  made  by  the 
women.  Of  these,  two  hundred  and  three  were  for  the  New 
England  Hospital,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  for  the  City 
Hospital,  forty  for  the  Children's  Mission,  and  forty-eight 
for  private  orders.  A  stock  of  plain  garments  is  always 
kept  for  sale  at  the  society's  room. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-nine  articles  of  clothing  and  fifty- 
eight  pairs  of  boots  and  rubbers  were  given  away. 

Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  friends  who  have  sent  us 
clothing ;  to  the  Gas  Company  for  its  gift  of  coke,  and  to  Mr. 
Yogel  for  a  box  of  boots  and  shoes. 

Our  room  at  Curtis  Hall  is  open  from  ten  until  one  every 
week  day  (Saturdays  and  holidays  excepted)  from  the  first 
Monday  in  October  until  the  first  Monday  in  May.  Our  agent, 
Miss  Bradley,  may  always  be  found  there  during  those  hours, 
and  from  eleven  to  twelve  o’clock  one  of  the  Case  Committee 
will  also  be  present. 

Ellen  C.  Morse. 
Mary  Faulkner. 

Alice  P.  Carter. 

S.  J.  French. 

Ella  J.  Bradley. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
October  5,  1888,  to  October  5.  1889. 
RECEIPTS. 


Balance  from  last  year,  ....  $483.92 

Subscriptions,  .....  913.75 

Sales,  .  .  »  .  .  .  138.05 

From  loan,  ......  10.00 

Returned  by  agent,  .  .  .  .  .  7.47 


$1555.19 

EXPENDITURES. 


Agent’s  Salary,  .  .  .  .  .  $232.00 

Work  through  Case  Committee,  .  .  .  284.00 

Materials,  ......  108.93 

Provisions  and  milk,  .....  139.87 

Boots  and  shoes,  .....  55.30 

Fuel,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37.90 

Associated  Charities,  .  .  .  .  .  100.00 

Printing,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36.00 

Expense  of  Leighton  family,  ,  .  .  .  47.50 

Board  of  Peers  children,  ....  10.00 

Postage,  .......  6.50 

Carriage  hire,  .  .  .  .  .  .  7.26 

Balance  on  hand,  .....  489.93 


$1555.19 


E.  W.  CLARK  ,  Treasurer. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  E.  W. 
Clark,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  The  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly  Society, 
from  October  5,  1888,  to  October  5,  1889,  and  that  the  same 
are  correctly  cast  and  the  payments  therein  are  properly 
vouched,  and  that  the  Treasurer  charges  himself  as  of  the 
latter  date,  with  a  balance  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  ninety-three  cents  ($489.93). 

CHARLES  P.  BOWDITCH,  Auditor. 
Boston,  October  10,  1889. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  JAMAICA  PLAIN  FRIENDLY 

SOCIETY  FOR  1889-90. 

President :  Rev.  S.  U.  Shearman. 

Vice-Presidents :  Mr.  Charles  P.  Bowditch,  Mr.  Charles  B. 
Cumings,  Mrs.  D.  S.  Greenough,  Rev.  William  Bradley.  Rev. 
Ralph  M.  Hunt,  Rev.  John  E.  Tuttle. 

Secretary :  Miss  Caroline  E.  Chickering. 

Treasurer :  Mr.  E.  W.  Clark. 

Assistant  Treasurer :  Miss  Mary  Faulkner. 

Executive  Committee :  Dr.  George  Faulkner,  Chairman ; 
Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole,  Mrs.  R.  VV.  Wood, 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Morse,  Mrs  A.  D.  Weld. 

CASE  COMMITTEE. 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Chairman ;  Prince  St. 

Miss  Mary  Faulkner,  Secretary ;  Greenough  Ave. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Carter,  Eliot  St. 

Mrs.  Austin  B.  French,  Seaverns  Ave. 

Mrs.  G.  J.  Hopkins,  Park  Place. 
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VISITORS. 

Mrs.  H.  R.  Brigham,  Myrtle  St. 

Mrs.  E.  P.  Butler,  A  St.  near  Boylston  St. 

Mrs.  W.  S,  Carter,  Eliot  St. 

Miss  C.  E.  Chickering,  Centre  St.  corner  Pond. 
Miss  Davis,  at  Dr.  Wood’s,  Revere  St. 

Miss  Mary  Faulkner,  Greenough  Ave. 

Miss  Kate  Folsom,  Lakeville  Place. 

Mrs.  Austin  B.  French,  Seaverns  Ave. 

Mrs.  G.  J.  Hopkins,  Park  Place. 

Miss  Jacpies,  Cheshire  St. 

Mrs.  James  Low,  Forest  Hills  St. 

Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Prince  St. 

Miss  Alice  G.  Morse,  Prince  St. 

Mrs.  Alfred  Stebbins,  Walk  Hill  St. 

Mrs.  Samuel  G.  Thaxter,  Sigourney  St. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Weld,  Forest  Hills  St. 

M  iss  K.  R.  Wendell,  Greenough  Ave. 

ASSOCIATE  VISITORS. 

Rev.  William  Bradley,  Chestnut  Ave. 

Dr.  H.  W.  Broughton,  Gordon  St. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Clark,  Centre  St. 

Mr.  Charles  B.  Cumings,  Greenough  Ave. 

Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole,  Roanoke  Ave. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Ernst,  Greenough  Ave. 

Dr.  George  Faulkner,  Greenough  Ave. 

Mr.  George  W.  Fowle,  Chestnut  Sq. 

Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry,  Everett  St. 

Mr.  Patrick  McMorrow,  Forest  Hills  St. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Perry,  Gordon  St. 

Rev.  S.  II.  Shearman,  Parley  Vale. 
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District  No.  1. 


44 

u 

2. 

u 

u 

3. 

u 

u 

4. 

u 

u 

5. 

u 

u 

6. 

u 

u 

7. 

u 

u 

8. 

u 

u 

9. 

u 

u 

10. 

u 

.  t 

11. 

c , 

a 

12. 

u 

u 

13. 

44 

u 

14. 

u 

a 

15. 

u 

u 

16. 

u 

u 

i—i 

44 

a 

18. 

u 

u 

19. 

44 

u 

20. 

44 

u 

21. 

44 

u 

22 

SOLICITORS  FOR  1889-90. 

Miss  Charlotte  Bowditch,  Pond  St. 
Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse,  Prince  St. 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Carter,  Eliot  St. 

Miss  Beaumont,  Alveston  St. 

Miss  Daisy  Starbuck,  Centre  St. 

Mrs.  Charles  F.  Ogilby,  Myrtle  St. 
Mrs.  H.  R.  W.  Browne,  South  St. 
Mrs.  Alfred  Stebbins,  Walk  Hill  St. 
Miss  Helen  Weld,  Forest  Hills  St. 
Miss  Frances  Harris,  Greenwood  Ave. 
Miss  Edith  Hodgman,  Warren  Sq. 
Miss  L.  C.  Kellogg,  Pond  St- 
Miss  Marion  Q.  Winslow,  Perkins  St. 
Miss  L.  D.  Wright,  Revere  St. 

Miss  Annie  Stedman,  Elm  St. 

Miss  Lilian  Pingree,  Revere  St. 

Miss  Isabel  Butler,  Centre  St. 

Miss  Fannie  Hill,  St.  John  St. 

Miss  Gertrude  Davis,  Robeson  St. 
Miss  Anna  J.  Bradley,  Chestnut  Ave. 
Miss  H.  E.  Wakefield,  Beethoven  St. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Tucker,  Sedgwick  St. 


